Concordia University 


Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Present: 


Observers: 


Regrets: 


Minutes of meeting 2007-06 
Held 


Friday, March 28, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. in room EV002.309 


N. Esmail (Chair), S. T. Alkass, A.K. Athienitis, R. Bhat, T. Bui, M. 
Debbabi, T. Fancott, D. Graham, C. Groombridge, D. Dysart-Gale, F. 
Haghighat, M. Kabir, L. Lopes, W. Lynch, B. Mackenzie, M. Medraj, S. 
Mudur, M. Mulrennan, J. Opatrny, C. Paradisis, R. Paknys, M. 
Paraschivoiu, M. Parisien, M. Pugh, L. Quesnel, A. Ramamurthy, R. 
Sedaghati, N. Shiri, R. Trenard, C. Trueman, P. Wood-Adams, N. 
Fiorentino (Secretary). 


S. Belanger, E. Katz, L. Zack 


R. Dssouli, J. M. Edwards, J. Mudry, M. Pugh, A. Qasem, T. 
Radhakrishnan, A. Taimuri, R. Zmeureanu 


1. Adoption of the Revised Agenda 


Motion: 
2007-06-01 


2. 


Motion: 
2007-06-02 


That the agenda be adopted. 
(M. Pugh & C. Trueman) 


Carried Unanimously 


Approval of the minutes of meeting 2007-05 


That the minutes of the meeting held on February 15, 2008 be adopted 
as submitted with a correction to names of those present to include C. 


Groombridge. 
(C. Trueman & R. Dssouli) 


Carried Unanimously 


Presentation by Dr. David Graham, Provost 


Dean Esmail welcomed the Provost, Dr. David Graham. 


Dr. Graham thanked Council for the invitation and the opportunity to 
speak and indicated that it was his intention to address all faculty councils. 


5. 


Motion: 
2007-06-03 


6. 


Motion: 
2007-06-04 


He assured council that the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
will have his whole-hearted support in determining what will be required 
to continue the Faculty’s position of prominence in the University. He 
then turned the floor over to council for comments and questions. 
Members addressed questions to the Provost regarding possible cuts to the 
SRT program, the urgency in providing adequate laboratory and classroom 
space and finally the matter of the University’s debt. The unanimous 
sentiment was that ENCS does not support any budgetary cuts to the SRT 
programs, indicating that they would be unable to fund their research 
graduate students if the program is cut and that it would jeopardize their 
career development at Concordia. Dr. Graham responded that the SRT or 
any other budgetary formula is a matter left to the individual Faculty and 
he would not interfere operationally in the care of the unit. He left it up to 
each faculty member and the Dean to make decisions in keeping with 
available resources. Dr. Graham thanked council and indicated that he 
would welcome similar meetings in the future. 


Chair Remarks 


The Chair congratulated Dr. Alkass, whose student Mr. Saleh Abu Dabous 
received the Second Prize in the PhD Category of the 2006-2008 Student 
Paper Competition by the Canadian Transportation Research Forum. 


Dean Esmail was pleased to announce that the Concordia’s Senior Design 
Team won the prestigious Technical Excellence Award at the Canadian 
Engineering Competition and also third place overall in the senor design 
for their prototype, held this year the University of Waterloo. 


Undergraduate Curriculum Proposal 


Dr. B. Lynch moved Undergraduate Proposal ECFC Doc: 2007-06-01 
which outlines undergraduate slot courses in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering for the 2008-2009 Academic year. 

(T. Fancott & C. Trueman) 


Carried Unanimously 


Graduate Curriculum Proposal 


Dr. R. Bhat moved Graduate Proposal ECFC Doc: 2007-06-02 

which outlines a graduate slot course in the Concordia Institute for 
Information Systems Engineering for the 2008-2009 Academic year. 

(M. Debbabi & M. Pugh) 


Carried unanimously. 


ef 


Motion: 
2007-06-05 


Motion: 
2007-06-06 


10. 


Motion: 
2007-06-07 


Graduate Prizes for the 2008-2009 Academic Year 


Cine ee 


Dr. Bhat presented Document ECFC 2007-06-03 which outlines 
Graduate Prizes for the 2008-2009 Academic year. 
(M. Pugh & S. Mudur) 


Carried unanimously with slight editorial changes. 
ecommendations of the Review Committee of the School of 


Recommendations of the Review Committee of the schoo! of 


Graduate Studies Report 


As discussed in the meeting of February 15 of the Faculty Council 

Dr. Bhat presented ECFC 2007-06-04 “Recommendations on the Schoo] 
of Graduate Studies Review Report”. A discussion ensued and by a vote 
of 17 for; one abstention and none against, council recommended that the 
document be amended to include “Dean of the School of Graduate Studies 
should report to the Provost as the Chief Academic Authority in the 
University”. The main motion then passed unanimously. 

(B. Lynch & T. Fancott) 


Carried unanimously. 


Assessment of Quality and Impact of Research and Graduate 


Contribution 


The Chair postponed the discussion of this issue to the next Council 
Meeting as he has not received responses regarding this subject from all 
departments. 


Application for Promotion to Distinguished Professor Emeritus 


Dean Esmail presented ECFC 2007-06-05 regarding the Application for 
Promotion to Distinguished Professor Emeritus for Dr. J. William 
Atwood. The Chair invited the Chair of the Department of Computer and 
Software Engineering, Dr. Mudur to present the case. Dr. Mudur 
highlighted Dr. Atwood’s more than 34 years of active service to the 
university community. 


(B. Lynch & T. Fancott) 


Carried unanimously. 


